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What is Burning Man?

B : : A
it's a radical communal experiment, it's | confront your own survival. Participants

art, it's the death of art, it's dream-like, @ i Burning Man achieve identity through

it's surreal, it's creative, it's destructive, :  hat they do. This is a wholly intention-

- al world; a realm of virtual reality to

Think of Burning Man as Disneyland ° yvhich everyone contributes. We encour-

turned inside out. But unlike an escapist : j0e spontaneous performances

fantasy produced by others, BumningMan - tymes, artwork; anything that means

is not vicarious. At Burning Man you are |y ha¢ you uniquely are, what you unique-

the fantasy. People do not come to this ° ly see, or what you might become. We

. form a commonwealth of the creative

they come here to discover and distill = il (s Gl T e R meme @

what they uniquely are. We will not tell which reality may be projected.

you what it means, for Burning Man is . place wherein the boundary that divides
. the inner from the outer disappears.

.t oy ; - c
There is, of course, the Man. He | vy s Burning Man?

stands atop a pyramid. He glows at | ;..
night. He is the landmark that will tell :
you where you are. He’s like the axis ofa :
spinning wheel; the center and the sym- :
bol of a world that we create. Or think of
him as like a mirror in which you see :
yourself and others plus something vast-
ly greater than ourselves ali imaged as

lt's ritualistic, it's anarchic, it's primal,

it's absurd, it’s spiritual, it's real.

event to be distracted from themselves;

based on your immediate experience.

one. Better yet, don’t think of him at all.

participation.

upon the shore of a wvanished lake.

stations, it will becom 1 g
ecome a community peo- | Lahontan.

pled by thousands of citizens. While it !
lasts it forms a great metropolis which

amid the vast and empty space of the sur- R edtcetitainative grasses to a fine and

rounding desert. And yet, it's great cen- . intermittent haze which seems to hover on

tral plaza and canopied towers, it's cor- | {he gyound. To the east and west it is sur- |

ner bistros and clubs, it’s outflung neigh- = .., 404 by the Calico and Granite moun-

i tain ranges, like the floor of a of vast :

all of these, like Burning Man himself, are : amphitheater; to the north is bordered by

Burning Man | Ely Springs. This legendary oasis is com-

pr:hs-ed of seven separate hot-spring pcrn::ls

LBirnmg an

borhoods and monumental works of art;

strictly temporary things.
City is a product of your imagination.

Come prepared to camp here and

CO5-

It is a

It's what you
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BACK To THE BEACH

Francisco in 1986. From that birth- :
5 place it moved, in 1990, to the equal- :
His relevance is purely the result of your . ly vast and oceanic space of the Black Rock

: Desert. In 1997 Burning Man will migrate :

During an extended Labor Day week- . once again to the nearby shore of Haulapai !

end we will construct a temporary city : [WALL-A-PIE] Playa. Named after a now

- vanished Native American tribe, Hualapai

Serviced by streets, lighted walkways, it's - means “people of the pines

Burnmg Man began on a beach in San :

”. Like Black :
1 .~ ¢ Rock, this playa is a remnant of the prehis- :
own daily newspaper, and several radio : toric inland sea that once was Lake !
. miles in diameter.
Our camping ground will be the broad
_ : . and sweeping plain which parallels the
floats suspended like a space station - playa. Cattle grazing on this flat plateau :

. entry,

that are fed by Fly Geyser. Like so many
other things at Burning Man, it is a 51ght
so vivid that it seems unreal. Here super-
heated waters gush in plumes that petrify
the landscape into brightly colored ter-
races of stone. Through special arrange-
ment with the landholder, we will make
these pools available to bathers. A small
fee, dedicated to protecting and preserv-
ing this site, may be charged for their use.

Hualapai Playa itself measures five
It is administered by
the Bureau of Land Management, but
reachable only through the private land
that is our campground. As a condition of
we will request that no one drive
upon it. It will be designated “No Man's
Land” and will belong entirely to pedes-
trians and works of art. No bush, or
bump, or single blade of grass disturbs
this flat expanse, and it will be our play-
ground. Our downtown center will arise

(Continued on next EJ'

Hotline 415-985-7471




(BACK TO THE BEACH continued)

upon the edge of this dry lakebed and it's theme
camps will be spread along the “beach”. Glittering
in the moonless night, our city will resemble some
impossibly exotic seaport.

This year signals a return to contact with the
natural world. Last year auto traffic in the Black
Rock Desert neared a critical mass. The unrestrict-
ed use of cars for transportation almost buried our
event within a cloud of dust. Reckless drivers
threatened everyone. It is our goal in 1997 to reduce
this traffic to a minimum. Day visitors, on Sunday,
will be asked to leave their cars in our parking lot,

“Last yeum.rﬂﬂk[ﬁ&&' drivers threatened
everyone. It is our goal in 1997 to
reduce this traffic to a minimum.”

and campers must agree to park their cars at their
campsites, using them only to enter or leave the
area. The firm terrain is suitable for trail bikes.
Participants will also have the option to camp in a
special low density zone located at a distance from
our central city.

We have entered a new era. People who return
from Burning Man each year internalize it's
lessons. Burning Man, the event, has gradually
become Burning Man, the phenomenon. The result
is a prolific outpouring of energy, a creatively con-

tagious cycle of activity which has spread through San Francisco and across the nation. Upon ths fertile ground it seems as if the merest
stick, if planted, will grow leaves— and we believe our new land in the desert is potentially a year-round h:::-melfﬂr many q::f these efforts.
We envision a place where prodigious works of art can coexist with equally prodigious works of nature. We see it as a meeting ground for
the community of Burning Man. Join us for our founding rites in 1997 and say, in years to come, that you were there.
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New York Show

See Burning Man in
New York City at
CBGB’s, 315 Bowery
and CB’s Gallery, 313
Bowery,

April 25th- 26th, 1997.
Special Preview book
show featuring
photography,
performance,
music
and more...

Call our hotline for
details.

L

Earbara Trauh

BURNING MAN will receive a small percentage of the royalties from the sale of this haok.

BWW Man :

The Book!

SOOMN TO BE RELEASED IN BOOKSTORES THIS MAY
9 X 13 1/2 160 Pages,

Hardcover
Full-Color
Photos Throughout
$27.95/%39.50 CAN
To locate retail
outlets call:
Publishers Group
West [ toll free
(800) 788-3123
To direct order call:
Hardwired / toll free
(800) 401-6515
For more
information
contact: hard-
wired(@wired.com

Editor: Darryl Van Rhey
Layout: Rusty Blazenhoff, Marcia Crosby

Building Burning Man
The Journal of the Burning Man Project

VWebsite: www. burningman.com
Correspondence: Burning Man

PO. Box 420572, 5F CA 94142
Burning Man Hotline: (415) 985-7471
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HARVEY

Darryl Van Rhey: Burning Man is
moving to a new location. How will it
be different?

Larry Harvey: Our community will
have a defining perimeter. We are
moving from the illimitable space of the
Black Rock Desert to terra firma. This
place has the permanency of real land.
Until now we have floated in nothing.

DVR: But wasn't that it's charm— the
feeling that it had no context, that
everything was somehow generated by
us, magically the result of our presence
alone?

LH: It will still be largely like that.
Hualapai is wide and flat and empty.
If, for instance, you dropped our cen-
tral camp, the core of last year’s settle-
ment, onto our new site, it would be
like placing a dime on a dollar bill.
There is plenty of room. We're camp-

DVR: How will the new site promote
community?

LH: First, it will make the environ-
ment safer and, at the same time, more
accessible. Last year it was possible to
live in Black Rock City, yet never really
see the virgin desert if you traveled on
foot. We were swamped in our own
suburbs. Even if you did walk through
that open space at night you ran the
risk of being run down by a car. There
were too many people in an unmarked
trackless environment driving too many
motorized vehicles. It actually restrict-
ed our freedom. This year we'll camp
on the shore of a playa and leave the
pristine desert clear of everything but
art. People can camp next to their cars,
but the playa and our campground will
be reserved for foot traffic. Everything
will exist at a pedestrian scale. This
playa, in a way, will seem larger and
our experience of Nature more immedi-

“Everything will exist at a pedestrian scale. This playa, in a way,
will seem larger and our experience of Nature more immediate.”

ing on a huge plain. Yet, in a way;,
you're right; it's not so absolutely
empty as before— but [ welcome this
change. Black Rock drew us together,
made us huddle in a profoundly inhu-
man environment. It was, I've always
said, like outer space, and this experi-
ence made us intensely aware of one
another. All that nothing forged a pri-
mal bond between us. Yet now, having
grown more conscious of ourselves as a
community, it's time fo assume more
responsibility for what we are— and
our new home will make this possible.
We're like a baby, really, that takes it's
first steps. The beach where we began
was like a nursery. Think of Black Rock
as a sort of kindergarten. If we haven't
learned the moral lessons that it had to
teach us, what's the point? We'd
reached an order of magnitude that
requires more cooperation. The

liberty to do anything had begun to
infringe upon the freedom that had
drawn us to the desert in the first place.
Liberty is something you enjoy alone,
but freedom is a state that's shared
with others.

ate. Our camp will also be on private
land, and that’s another huge change.
We will acquire sovereign boundaries.
We'll be protected by natural barriers
on three sides, an impassable trench
seals off the fourth. We're completely
enclosed. It's a vast tract, but access
can now be controlled.

DVR: I understand that more than a
third of all attendees have evaded your
gate. Will this prevent people from
sneaking in?

LH: You bet it will. Everyone must
now contribute economically. The
mountains there are majestic— more
present than those at Black Rock— and
the hot springs are almost beyond
description. But when I saw that
trench, it seemed like Zion and the
Grand Canyon combined. It will make
a huge difference. Now everyone must
pay their share— a thing that we could
neither demand nor enforce on public
land. It could spell our salvation. But,
even more fundamentally, it means we
now have a skin.

DVR: What do you mean by a “skin”?

LH: Every community has one— some
sort of semi-permeable membrane that
protects it and preserves the integrity of
it’s process. This is another lesson
we've learned.

DVR: Does that mean you want to
exclude certain people?

LH: No, not specifically. Burning Man
i5 radically inclusive and always will
be. It does mean, however, that we
need to be selectively inclusive. To
exclude anyone on the basis of a preju-
dicial preconception is invidious and
wrong. Burning Man is about whatever
we have primally in common, but we
do need to discriminate in a positive
way. We need to select for a higher
level of commitment. Now we can
ensure that anyone who comes to
Burning Man is ready to contribute.
Now we can educate newcomers. The
growing presence of casual tourists in
cars was becoming disruptive. It's not
that these people are bad or belong to
some evil group. It's that they haven't
any context for their experience. It's
much too easy for them to see the event
as mere spectacle, but Burning Man isn't
something you can experience passively.

Larry Harvey is the founder and director of
the Burning Man Project. Darryl Van Rhey
is a free-lance writer living in San Francisco.
An article by Mr. Van Rhey, “"Burning Man:

A Post-Modern Mystery” , appears in this

edition of the newsletter.
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ur San Francisco show in 1997 is called
“Chipsteria’. Translated from the Greek,
it means “imtation”. Participating artists
are invited ko create a mystery cult-some rite of pas-
sage that reveals a visionary secret. Such secrets will
be closely guar:.l.-el:r.. Only members of our audience
who undergo initiations can hecome illuminats,

Help Burning Man put the cult back into culture.

Help Create Clpsteria
Attend our Artist Meeting

. (¥
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from 3PM until 7PM.

11 /ifaF

We can't reveal the secret of our featured pre-
sentation, The Burning Man i"~'1.;,.'tha5', except to
hint that it involves the greatest mystery of them
all = fertility and sex. Burning Man's sub-cults in
1997 will have a predominantly female character.
Expect the advent of Cruel Mistress Gaia (with her
subservient court of vegetables). Anticipate alsa
The Secret Rites of Barbie (and the creation
of Ken). Burning Man himself will, of course, be
present, accompanied by a lingum fountain spout-
ing unpasteurized milk. The following article,
ai}ridger.l and amended, first appeared in the
Summer 1995 edition of Gnosis Magazine :

BURNING MAN:
A POST-MODERN MYSTERY

Organizers [of Burning Man] shroud the
meaning of this celebration in a cloud of caleulated
ambiguity. Pressed to explain their intentions, they
cite a simple doctrine. “The Project,” one is told,
“never interferes with anyone's immediate experi-
ence.” Participants are urged to create their own
meaning through participation. The event might be
described as an avant-garde art festival, a ritual
enactment of creation and destruction, or an exot-
ic free-wheeling party. Yet to the student of reli-
gion, these activities suggest a time, a place, and a
social setting that has precedents in ancient history.

Throughout the classical peried of Western

Minna Street Gallery, 111 Minna St.
in San Francisco, on Sunday, April 6
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civiiizaEiDnJ there existed a diverse Epir'ltua.] move- Such
ment that is known as mystery religinn. The mys-
tery cults, as they were called, arose within a new |
world order. The conquests of Alexander and the :
5u]:|3equeut Epr:ca-:': of Roman rule I:Emug]'mut the m}'fl'l of death and rehirth. ']‘I-p:}-'
Mediterranean world had greatly expanded the
scope of classical civilization. Stretching from the
shores of the Atlantic to the Caspian Sea, it occu-
pied a vast EnEmupL‘r[iftﬁn domain, teeming with
commerce and L.;}gl:ing the ideas of many cultures.
[mmense allocations of men and monies had dis-
placed entire pnpu]a[iﬂﬂs- The citizenry of the ward show and inward feeling. Avristotle states the
EMPpITE, uprooted and heterogeneous, now congre-
gateu:l'. in large urban ecenters, and within this
Enphigti:atu;l and self-conscious setting, ]'l'll;r:
societal gaps now separated rich from poor and

urhan from rural populations. It was world, in -

-;Jl:[jer wnru:ls, re ma.t]::a]::]_‘,' l.l]::e COHLT oW

Arising from this complex milieu, the myster-
ies derived from diverse sources. Traditions drawn
from many eultures flowed like tributary streams
into the great Mediterranean basin, bringing with
them the worship of Isis and Osiris of Egypt,
Mithea of Persia, and the Anotolian Great :
Mother. Yet the mystery cults had much in com-
mon. All were grafted to the stock of agrarian fer- :_
tility festivals— relics of a prehistaric past— yet
were essentially urhan in character. They typical-
ly empiaye-:l theatrical parades and pageants to
attract a pool of individuals who might share little
else in common, and t]'ie}' were urgani:ed as

lodges. Membership within a cult implied a broad

:qunlit}' with fellow mystai or initiates.

Ceremonies aften kaok the form of pilgdmag es.
Farticipants removed themselves to sacred sites.
Mystai sang and danced to flutes and cymbals; oth-
ers wore masks and sported strange attire. Such
celebrations migl'ﬂ: take many days, and while t]le‘,'
lasted, class distinctions were dissolved. “Persone
who are Leing initiated into the mysteries t]m:-ng
tq}geﬂuet' at the outset amid tumult and ul-n:rui:ing,'
wrote Plutarch of the Eleusinian Mysteries cele-
brated near Athens, “but when the holy rites are
Eeing disclosed and p&rimmed. the people are

immediately attentive in awe and silence.”

initiations
ware pcrig}tmed ]}}' Fire|ight at

nigl-:’r_ in enactment ﬂ-{ a central

were often hig[ﬂ[}r theatrical perfn'rm..l nces and,
unlike the tribal traditions from which they sprang,
placed unigue emphasis on personal choice. Many
ptup]e probably attended the festivals simply to
have fun. Intense, ecstatic, and immediate, these

rites did not stress doctrinal balief, but valued out-

mysteries werent ahout a teaching; they were initi-
ations focused on direct experience,

The mystery cults, long a dominant form of
worship in the late elassical warld, p&riE-!‘led with

the fall of Greco-Roman civilization. Yet the

modern immolation of the Burning Man, sur-

rounded by impromptu rites of celehration, forms
an arresting analogy. The pamu:ls are 5tri1ting:.
fire, sacrifice, pilgrimage, visionary spec tacle, egal-
itarianism, revelry, recruitment from an urhan
population, direct experience as opposed to dockri-
nal belief, and, central toitall, a :n:-'th of death and
regeneration. Functionally, Burning Man appears
to be a form of mystery cult. Perhaps the uni:.-' fun-
damental difference between this event and it's
ancient predecessors is the absence of a supernat-
ural context. Post-modern irony, not superstition,
rules the rites of Burning Man. It's nascent myths
are mq:;st]}- horrowed, with a sly appropriative Hair,

from the stock of pop culture, and Burning Man

. himeelf, in an existential twist, is very clearly the

creation of His devotees themselves.

Organizers of this maodern mystery diselaim
any conscious plan to reproduce the past and
relentlessly satirize the metaphysic al claims of
Rt]lgiml. Yet it may be that culture is adapting to
the changing needs of our society. As anyone who
studies ritual will understand, the past and future

are united on a sin-gl.e wheel in time.

-D:'I:R:I-".jl Van RF!-E';I-"
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Burning Man has never been about money.

It is abotrt survival; the survival of each individual,
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The registration fee for
Burning Man is going up!
Here are the answers to a few questions.

DOESN'T BURNING MAN
MAKE A LOT OF MONEY?

Burning Man does not make as much
money as you may think. Many people
make an easy calculation. Their reasoning
follows: If a reported 10,000 people attend-
ed our event in 1996 at an average of $35
per persor, then Burning Man must have
earned more than one third of a million dol-
lars; a vast sum. This figure is erroneous
for three reasons. First, the figure of 10,000
is merely a loose estimate of our total atten-
dance on Sunday evening, the night of the
Burn. This includes many hundreds of peo-
ple who have streamed onto the playa from
surrounding counties to witness our final
event. These individuals have paid noth-
ing. Secondly, more than a third of all par-
ticipants have evaded our gate. Entry to
the Black Rock Desert can be gained at sev-
eral points and each year a small army of
the canny, cunning and unscrupulous have
taken advantage of this fact. Lastly, many
people have paid less than the stated
admission fee at our gate or paid nothing at
all. We are not legally empowered to refuse
anyone direct entry onto public lands,

WHERE ARE THE PROFITS?

There are no profits. The Burning Man
Project finished 1996 more than $30,000 in
debt. Qur staff has gone unpaid. Burning
Man has never been run as a normal profit
making enterprise. Similar festivals reap
their profit from concessions, but Burning
Man purposely creates a commerce-free
zone. Where else in North America is it pos-
sible to attend a mass gathering at which
the principal activity is not the consumption
goods, services, or paid entertainment? The
one concession we have sponsored, apart
from the very sporatic sale of souvenir
shirts, has been our coffeehouse in Central
Camp, and it's primary purpose is social.

The vending of ice directly supports the
school district in the local community. It is
a goodwill gesture and Burning Man does
not receive this money. Finally, it is easy to
sell things to those who are passive and
bored, it is hard to sell things to folks who
are active, engaged, self-sufficient, or naked.

WHERE DOES ALL THE MONEY GO7?

When asked to identify what our money
goes for, participants most frequently men-
tion port-o-potties— the single feature of our
festival that most affects them. As with any
enterprise, however, money is mostly spent
on things that are invisible.

WHY IS THE PRICE OF A
TICKET INCREASING?

The price of a ticket to Burning Man has
doubled from last year. The price for early

Buy a Burning Man T-shirt or cap!
D“I ! .
shirt is

SCreen
printed on
black in sizes
Large and
Extra Large.
The Cap 15
high quality, adjustable, and embroidered
with the Burning Man logo. Always

fashionable, makes a great gift!

Available by mail order

$1o

{{ orm on

back page)

a petrified ocean, and a towel too small to
dry your body. Participants in Burning
Man inherit an entire world. We're still
quite cheap and plan to stay that way. This
years’ increase of our ticket price will help
us pay for increased costs, many of them

EflCamp Construct
5 B Cleanup 14.78
"JArt Projects 14.21
EsStaff Expenses 11.62

incident to founding

?fy_Here is a breakdown of our EIPEn:lituIea in 1996: Wa new site. We

. must pay consider-
ably more for
insurance, land
improvements and
rental fees, a larger

%16.14

EFederal Fees 9.98 | medical and safety
B Communications 8.17 § staff, and an envi-

EdTransportation 7.78 | ronmental evalua-
flSafety 9% Hon now required

EAGate 5.88

CI0FFice 5 17 || by the Bureau of

Additionally, the
BLM has raised the

fee it charges

registration has increased to $50. As of June
1997 the fee will be $65. Possible restric-
tions on attendance permitting, we will
charge participants $75 at our site in the
desert. However, we ENcourage everyone
to register early. Space at our new site to
attendants may be limited! The price of a
ticket to our five-day event has always been
remarkably low. Consider: $50 is what you
might pay for one night's stay at a motel—
complete with midget soap bar, a picture of

- Coming Soon

INTERNET: www.burmningman.com

| : ] Imagine a world without context, =
a place that is no place at all apart from what you bringto it. I
This worid is known as cyberspace, but it is also known as Burning Man.
o Very soon you can visit our new website at: ' :
- www.burningman.com. '
S It is the gateway to hundreds of
I . individual websites that participants have created. _l

Burning Man for every participant who
attends our festival.

HOW CAN I CONTRIBUTE?

Send in your $50 registration fee today!
Make an OPTIONAL EXTRA CONTRIBU-
TION and we will thank you by listing your
name— with your permission— in our sum-
mer (June) newsletter. Buy a Burning Man
t-shirt or cap. Copy this newsletter and pass
it on to your friends. We also need volun-
teers. Have you clerical or organizational
skills? Can you help with construction?

Are you planning a theme camp or large art
project? Do you have access to services or
materials? There are hundreds of tasks
which sustain our community. If you think
you can help us, please call our Hotline:
(415) 985-7471. You may also contact our
website: burningman.com The Burning
Man Project is a society of activists. Join us?
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BURNING MAN FESTIVAL

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST =27 THROUGH MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1,

1997

.-[,]-_“: annual celebration of BURNING MAN will take place over the Labor Day weekend at Haulapai [WALL-A-PIE] Playa in Northern Nevada.
This torm can !}-: 1.I'.=i.':-'.1 to r-:'gis ter E-:ur ‘t]'.I.E L:-stivai and/or order Bu rn;ng- Man me rl;]1nnr1;5q:, Fl.,:qu. Free to make -L,:r_:-p'li:;- ":- YO are p1|_|:'i:|'|,='|55ng ‘I:i-':izui‘j you l;'-':i”
receive your registration pil.cL:L‘t [in-:Iu&'mg I:i-.:]eu-&. 1947 map, survival guidr. and schedule of events) .:I]_'JPTI’_J!’.E.ITLE";E:[}' one month before the festival,
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r_________________________

Tickets: Purchase a ticket now for Burning
Man, August 27 - Eept-em]ﬂer 1, 1997 and
receive a substantial discount! Ticket price will
increase to 505 on June 1, 1997 [see “Survival”
section]. 'U'tc[er now and savel We will mail
vou a ticL:et, your survival guidt, map, and a
detailed schedule of events ApPProxima h:]:.- oTie
month before the event.

T-shirts & Capa: Buy a Burning Man t-shirt
or cap. Color on black. Shirt sizes available in
sizes Large and Extra Large, caps arc al:[iusta]:lle

H"."'-"I"-"il]. sechion IJF t[’I'I.E

Shirt Price: $15 Cap Price 310

Design appears in the “

pu]:rllcﬂ.hl:m

| g |

NGMAN

. NAME:

 ADDRESS:

PHONE: {

ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW. SPACE TO ATTENDANTS MAY BE LIMITED!

CITY:

STATE:

ZIP:

BURNING MAN T-SHIRTS

—

; QTY: ___ LARGE _____ EXTRA LARGE

- TOTAL SHIRTS-QTY: A $15.00 =5
. BURNING MAN CAPS

- TOTAL CAPS-QTY: bt 310,00 =5

REGISTRATION TICKETS

NUMEER IN PARTY: _____

*Standard price afer Jane 1, 1597, Spﬂ:il.l Offar: Zepd im il cear Farm ]:!EEI:IH' leme 1, 1997 md
OPTIONAL EXTRA CONTRIBUTION:

X $65.00" =5

=35

pay l_'d'll:f

S0.00 per pervon!

- TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

=5

B

et DA o
 Betach this form and %‘ﬁ payment, ¢ o |
%%%%%%%%% ning %%% e
:&:ﬁ%  PoBOXBOSR |
S G w@%ﬂﬁﬁ S

Burning Man is a: 100% participant-funded event, entively dependent on your support.
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